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ABSTRACT. - One specjmen of Penetoptervx nanus (Rosé ni was eolleeied iit Isla de Providen¬ 
cia (Colombia), western Cunbbean. The specie* was supposed lo be a Bahamian endemic. 

RESUME. - Un exemp taire de Penetopteryx nanus (Rosen) a cié íécolté au large de ríle de 
Providencia (Colombia), Caiaíbe occidental e. Les auteurs pensent que ce doit étre une espéce 
endémique des Bahamas, 


Penetopteryx nanus (Rosen) is the onl> western Atlantic finless y> pipefish 
species and it was known solely from three coliections from the Bahamas (Dawson 
and Alien, 1978). 

During December 1980 the Instituto de Investigaciones Marinas de Punta de 
Betih (1NVEMAR), Santa Marta, Colombia, made its expedition $ Providencia I » 
to the Colombian island of Isla de Providencia (13° 19'-24' N, 81o 2l’-24' W)(Fi- 
gure 2). lutensive coliections were done in several environments of the ísland, prin- 
eipally coral reefs. The preliminary examination of the collected material yielded 
to the discovery of a male specimen of P. nanus (Figure 1) collected at 4 m depth 
in a dead coral head overgrown by algae at the barrier at the east of Crab Cay, It 
is now deposited in the fish collection of the Instituto (1NVEMAR-P 0445). 

Counts and measurements (mm) of the specimen follow : rings 17 + 34 = 51 ; 
9 membranous egg compartments beneath l trunk and 13 tail rings and 6 larvae re- 
main in pouch ; total length 28.4 ; standard length 27.5 ; head length 2,6 ; snout 
length 0.8 ; díameter of eye 0,5 ; t runk depth 1,2; length from tip of snout to anus 
9.9. Ground color in alcohol light brown, head arded wíth 15 narrow darkbrown 
bands and narrow palé interspaces. 

The discovery of this fish species in the western Caribbean increases the num- 
ber of supposed endemics of the West Indian Zoogeographical Province (sensu 
Briggs, 1974 : Bahamas, Bermuda and Antilles) that are being collected in other 
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western Atlantic localities, From 87 West Iridian restricted species reported by 
Bohlke and Chaplin (1968) from the Bahamas {Bríggs, 1974), more than 60 have 
already been collected elsewhere. We agree with Greenfield and Johnson (1981) 
that it is necessary to make synoptic collections in many localities of the western 
tropical Atlantic béfore creating zoogeographical provinces as it was done by 
Briggs (1974). 


The expedition « Providencia 1 # was supported by COLCIENCIAS and other Colombian 
agencies, We are thankful to the scieniist who assisted us in the field trips and to CJL Dawson 
ÍGulf Coast Research laboratory Museum, Ocean Springs, Ms) for bis comments about this 
case. 
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F¡g* 1, Penetopteryx twnus from Isla de Providencia, Colombia, drawn over a specimen of 
27.5 mm standard lenglh. 
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lig. 2. Records of Penetoptcryx ruiñus m Caribbean sea. 






















